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By ALLISON CHURCHILL
Tribune Staff Writer

Rainie Wells, a native of
Piedmont and 1980 graduate
of Keyser High School.
recently returned from San
Francisco to host a “Hat
Extravaganza” on the second
flecor of the Piedmont Fire
Hail.

Welils displayed the
clothes and accessories avaii-
able through her personal
shopping business. Look At
Mea Now.

The business was started
re help the women of Wells”
shurch family, the First
irch or God in Christ. in
dmont. have stvlish
es for theiwr )
1 funcuons,

me home and

travels

such as a black outfit with
gold en 11, and she will mavel
to the Los Angeles fashion
district to find something like
it and buy it wholesaie. To
have this orivilege. Wells had
to acquire a business license.

“Some of these hats would
seil in Nordstrom's for about
3250, and I can get them for
$90. Who would you turn
to?” Wells asked. Once she
has a requested item, it’s
packed and on its way to
West Virginia.

Wells said she left for San
Francisco 1n 1985 (on
Valentine's Day, in a bliz-
zard. she remembers) with
fer two children. Tanosha.
now 24, and Tyrone. 22, i
search of “something betrer,”
:She now has a third child,
Allante. who is i0-years-
old.

w oshe hopes her busi-
nis for now a per-
wiil

W
shoppimg service.
0 “semething better” n
Piedmont.

“T'd Hike 1o come back and

open a bountque.” Weils said.
and is hoping to help rurn
Piedment around in the
process.

1l remember Predmont
used to have a decent down-
town: there was Dent Davis’
bakery, which had the
absolute best cream filled
donuts and rotissene chicken,
Ms. O’Brien’s Lad'n Lassie.
Curt Rate. The Styie Shop.”
she said. “We used to have
Chrisumds parades.festivals.
Burt thut's all gone. inthe
past.”

Wells said she used the

show to see If there was a f

market for her service in
Piedment An audience of 30)
and over 31,500 1in merchun-
dise soid in an hour proved
there is. She will further text
the water when she rerums
July as a vendor at the
Second Back Street Reunion.

“This vision | have for

Look At Me Now 15 mas-
sive.” she said, “What [ have
to offer. peopie will Iravel 1o
dmont o get 117




